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In ancient Greece, an agora was the center  
of social, political, and cultural life.

At Rockefeller, the campus itself is a multi-
spaced agora. It encourages the exchange of
ideas and catalyzes transformative science.
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Community and Discovery
“There is a connection between the quality of the space and  
the quality of the thinking.” –Rafael Viñoly, architect of Rockefeller’s 
Stavros Niarchos–David Rockefeller River Campus, a 2019 
expansion that brought new buildings and beauty to the campus.

Great scientific ideas arise in Rockefeller labs. They are nurtured  
in conversations—over a meal in Bass Dining Commons or a coffee 
in the CRC Café, in the conference rooms and the gardens, on the 
walkways, and in the residential hallways.

The buildings, rooms, and gardens featured in these pages are  
an essential ingredient in Rockefeller’s success. These spaces 
sustain community, foster cross-disciplinary partnerships, and 
galvanize innovation.

The university invites its dedicated philanthropic partners to provide 
naming gifts for the iconic spaces presented in this brochure. A gift 
to underpin the campus environment is a powerful way to support 
science at Rockefeller.

Nobel laureate Charles Rice  
with Chibuzo Enemchukwu



	 “	Rockefeller is an oasis of science. I had a very profound  
			  feeling about it from the moment I stepped onto the  
			  grounds. You have the freedom to follow your instincts  
			  and be creative.”

	 –	Agata Smogorzewska, M.D., Ph.D., Head of the Laboratory of Genome Maintenance



Indoor Spaces





7

CAMPUS CROSSROADS

25 TABLES AND 65 SEATS

ARCHITECT: MITCHELL GIURGOLA

FUNDED

Neustein’s Café
Collaborative Research Center
A popular gathering place, the Café is located in the Greenberg 
Building, part of the glass-fronted Collaborative Research Center 
(CRC) on the north end of campus. The café’s extended hours make 
it an ideal place for a breakfast meeting, late lunch with colleagues, 
or an afternoon pick-me-up. Situated at an important campus 
crossroads, the café is easily accessible to scientists and staff 
working in the CRC, the Kravis Research Building, and Founder’s Hall. 
It is a highly visible naming opportunity as people stop into the café,  
or pass through, frequently in the course of a day.



715 SQUARE FT

MEETING CAPACITY: 35 PEOPLE

MEETINGS HOSTED WEEKLY: ~40 PER ROOM

INDIVIDUAL ROOMS CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $250,000

Large Conference Rooms
Collaborative Research Center
The five generous conference rooms in the Collaborative
Research center—shown above at night—are in near constant
use for lab meetings, chalk talks, and journal clubs. All five
feature tall glass windows and advanced conference technology. 

Visitors to campus may recognize these rooms from Science Saturday, 
Rockefeller’s annual day of science for children in grades K–8. These 
rooms have been the venue for fun science activities such as “Pirates 
of the Cell” and “Making Sense of Memory.”
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“	Being together in the same place and brainstorming 
			with your peers, with your colleagues—those are an 
			integral part of doing science.”

–	Priya Rajasethupathy, M.D., Ph.D., Head of the Laboratory of Neural Dynamics
and Cognition
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Located in the Bass Center for Community Life, the South Room
has been prized by generations of graduate students seeking a
quiet place to review data, read journals, and write dissertations.
With this history in mind, the South Room cannot be reserved for
meetings. Instead, it is open 24 hours a day to all members of  
the community. 

“The ethos of community is belonging. Belonging enables meaningful 
risk-taking. Innovative science cannot flourish without it,” says Ashton 
Murray, Rockefeller’s vice president for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 
who is pictured at right with members of the Rockefeller Inclusive 
Science Initiative.

South Room
Anne T. and Robert M. Bass Center  
for Community Life, Welch Hall

545 SQUARE FT

MEETING CAPACITY: 52 PEOPLE

FEATURED ART: Z IEGLER MAHAL CARPET (SULTANABAD, 1891)

CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $1 MILLION
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	 “	Rockefeller has an amazing legacy of breakthroughs 
			  in biomedical research. While big in impact, it is small  
			  enough in size to foster a real sense of community  
			  focused on doing outstanding science.”

	 –	Tim Stearns, Ph.D., Rockefeller’s new dean of graduate and postgraduate studies



680 SQUARE FT

MEETING CAPACITY: 45 PEOPLE

FEATURED ART: BLUE AND GREEN, BY CHECK BOTERF (1967)

CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $500,000

The Hess Academic Center, where the offices of the president
and dean are located, has two spacious meeting rooms. The
North and South Conference Rooms feature state-of-the-art
audiovisual and communications equipment, and their walls are
adorned with mid-20th century American art from the university’s 
collection.

The North Conference Room is primarily reserved for the university 
leadership. Two walls of floor-to-ceiling windows bring natural light 
into the room and frame the tall grasses and flowering bushes of the 
campus gardens. Pictured above are senior associate dean Emily 
Harms (left) and Andrea Morris (right), assistant dean and director 
of career development, with graduate student Lindsey Lopes.

North Conference Room
Hess Academic Center



640 SQUARE FT

MEETING CAPACITY: 43 PEOPLE

FEATURED ART: ADVENTURE B, BY ROBERT GOODNOUGH (1967)

CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $500,000

South Conference Room
Hess Academic Center
Reserved as the primary teaching space for the university’s graduate 
program, the South Conference Room has an appealing blend of art 
and light, making it an ideal place for stimulating scientific conversation.  

The graduate program at Rockefeller is flexible and individualized 
according to each student’s academic interests, offering rigorous 
training and close mentoring by faculty. Graduate courses are 
organized and taught by Rockefeller heads of laboratory. Students can 
select from 28 foundational courses and dozens of supplementary 
seminars and tutorials.
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3,000 SQUARE FT

4 ROOMS AND 16 LAB BENCHES

STUDENTS PER YEAR: ~1,800

CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $3 MILLION

RockEDU Teaching Lab
On any given day, the Rockefeller pathways are enlivened by  
students making their way to the RockEDU Teaching Lab, where they 
learn how to formulate scientific questions and design and conduct 
experiments that answer those questions. RockEDU Science 
Outreach—the cornerstone of the university’s external educational 
efforts—provides innovative year-round programs for middle and high 
school students, many from under-resourced New York City schools.
 
“Our goal is to show that science is a part of our society. We want to 
instill trust in the scientific process” says Jeanne Garbarino, director 
of the program, shown below (second from left).

More information about the outreach program, including other ways 
to support its educational mission, is available upon request.



15 CLASSROOMS

FOR CHILDREN THREE MONTHS TO F IVE YEARS OLD

OPEN 50 WEEKS A YEAR

CAN BE NAMED WITH A GIFT OF $15 MILLION

The Child & Family Center
One of the amenities consistently named as essential for  
professional success in the sciences is high-quality, subsidized,  
on-site childcare. Rockefeller’s Child & Family Center (CFC) is  
lauded as one of the finest progressive early childcare programs in 
New York City. Once with a waitlist more than double the number  
of spaces, the CFC can now accommodate over 130 children.
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	 “	I believe that science benefits from being carried on in  
			  a lovely setting. I see no conflict between science and beauty. 		
			  Rather, the former makes possible the latter; the latter  
			  enriches the former, and so we hope that here in this setting  
			  there will be grand undertakings enriched by the beauty  
			  which surrounds us.”

	 –	Detlev Bronk, Rockefeller president from 1953 to 1968


