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Program

The Mind and Music of Ludwig van Beethoven

“How could I possibly admit an infirmity in the one sense that ought to be
more perfect in me than in others, a sense which I once possessed in the highest 
perfection?” — Ludwig van Beethoven

Dr. Kogan will lead us on a journey through the remarkable life and enduring 
muical legacy of Ludwig van Beethoven. A towering creative force who composed
some of the most profound and celebrated works in the history of music, 
Beethoven experienced the onset of deafness at the height of his artistic life. 
Dr. Kogan will explore the profound impact of Beethoven’s “broken ears” on his
creativity, tracing the evolution of his music as he faced isolation, adversity, and 
the loss of his most essential artistic sense.

Program and personnel subject to change.
As a courtesy to the artist, please remain seated until he has left the hall.



Featuring

Richard Kogan, M.D., piano			 

Psychiatrist and concert pianist Richard Kogan, M.D., is renowned for his 
concert-lectures exploring the influence of psychological factors and psychiatric 
and medical conditions on the creative output of the great composers. A master 
storyteller, he has presented these programs at music festivals, concert series, 
medical conferences, and scholarly symposia throughout the world, including the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, the Aspen Ideas Festival, TEDMED, the BBC in 
London, and the World Psychiatric Congress in Berlin. His American engagements 
have included performances with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Symphony 
Orchestras of Baltimore, Houston, Dallas, and Pittsburgh. He is featured on PBS’s 
Great Performances: Now Hear This in episodes entitled “Schumann: Genius and 
Madness,” “Rachmaninoff Reborn,” and “Old Friends.” In November 2025, he 
performed Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue with the World Doctors Orchestra at 
Carnegie Hall.

Dr. Kogan is Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Weill Cornell Medical College 
and Artistic Director of the Weill Cornell Music and Medicine Program. He 
has been praised by The New York Times for his “exquisite playing,” and The 
Boston Globe wrote that “Kogan has somehow managed to excel at the world’s 
two most demanding professions.” He is a graduate of The Juilliard School Pre-
College Division, Harvard College, and Harvard Medical School and completed 
a psychiatric residency and academic fellowship at New York University. He has 
received numerous honors for his contributions to both psychiatry and the arts.



2026–2027 Peggy Rockefeller Concert Donors

The concert series was founded in 1958 by Professor Theodore Shedlovsky and 
renamed in 1996 in memory of Peggy Rockefeller, wife of longtime chair David 
Rockefeller. The Rockefeller University gratefully acknowledges the following  
contributors who make it possible for us to offer affordable tickets for every  
performance, as well as subsidized tickets for students and postdoctoral fellows:

Lead Benefactor
George and Gail Hunt Reeke

David Rockefeller (1915-2017)
IN MEMORIAM

Friend (up to $99)
Donna Barreiro
Media Berghout

Kirk Davis
Margaret Diaz-Cruz

Maria Angeles Duran Molina
Joan Fallon
Susan Ferris

Steven Fischer

Joanne Jahr 
Jane Jones

Lois Kauffman
Mark Mariscal

Lenore M. Palmer
Jacquie Slifka

Susan Solomon
John Sterling

Patron ($100 - $249)
Carole Artigiani
Beatrice Bardin
Jonathan Beard

Martin and Alison Bell
Carmen M. Bowser

Patricia and David Hogan

Rachael Kolb
Sarah F. Leibowitz

Patrice Lord 
Lynn McHenry
Carmen Ross
David Starr

Michele and Richard Sterner

Advocate ($250 - $499)
Joan F. Dunham
Rita D. Jacobs

Harriet Kang and Daniel Wellner
Sondra Kurtin Robinson 

Leanne Lachman
Larry Mitchell

Richard Pershan in memory of  
Kathryn Shaefler Pershan

Sponsor ($500 - $999)
Arthur E. and Jo F. Brown

Maureen Clancy
John Farago

Kathleen Gotschlich 

Alice and Ronald Hoffman
Thomas J. Kelly

Richard and Deborah Lifton
Tammany A. Patrick

Estelle Irene Young, M.D.

As of September 29, 2026



The Rockefeller University
The Rockefeller University is one of the world’s foremost institutions dedicated to 
research and graduate education in the biology, chemistry, and physics. Founded 
by John D. Rockefeller, Sr., in 1901 as The Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research, it was the first institution in the United States devoted exclusively to 
biomedical research. In the 1950s, the institute expanded its mission to include 
graduate education. It was renamed The Rockefeller University in 1965. 

In 2026, Rockefeller University commemorates 125 years of advancing science 
for the benefit of humanity. This is a milestone for the university community, as 
well as a landmark occasion for the global scientific enterprise. In conjunction 
with the 125th anniversary, Rockefeller also marks 70 years of the David 
Rockefeller Graduate Program. is a celebration of these two notable 
anniversaries.

The Rockefeller University Community
• 72 heads of laboratory
• 200 research scientists
• 210 postdoctoral investigators

• 270 Ph.D. and M.D.-Ph.D. students
• 1,512 alumni
• 1,325 support staff

Acclaimed Scientists
In the course of Rockefeller’s history, 26 of its scientists have been awarded the 
Nobel Prize; 26 have received a Lasker Award; and 20 have garnered the National 
Medal of Science, the nation’s highest scientific honor. 

At Present, the Faculty at Rockefeller Includes 
• 5 Nobel laureates
• 7 recipients of Lasker Awards
• 34 members of the National Academy of Sciences
• 4 recipients of MacArthur Fellowships
• 3 recipients of the National Medal of Science

Some Clinical Concerns under Study
• Aging
• Alzheimer’s disease
• Antibiotic resistance
• Arthritis
• Autoimmune disorders
• Autism
• Cancer
• Covid-19
• Diabetes

• Heart disease and stroke
• Hepatitis
• HIV/AIDS
• Obesity, nutrition, and weight loss
• Parkinson’s disease
• Skin diseases
• Tuberculosis
• Vaccine development
• Vision and hearing disorders

The Rockefeller University Clinical Research Center (RUCRC)
The RUCRC serves as a hub of translational investigation, hosting phase 1 and 
phase 2 clinical trials, and training physician-scientists for careers in clinical and 
patient-oriented research through its Clinical Scholars Program.



Groundbreaking Accomplishments
Among the pioneering discoveries at Rockefeller are many seminal advances that 
have transformed science and reduced human suffering. Scientists at Rockefeller:
•	 Discovered that DNA is the chemical of heredity
•	 Developed vaccines against meningitis and pneumococcal pneumonia
•	 Determined that cancer can be caused by a virus
•	 Discovered blood groups, improving the safety of blood transfusions
•	 Isolated and first successfully tested natural antibiotics
•	 Developed methadone maintenance to treat opioid addiction
•	 Developed the combination drug therapy for treatment of AIDS
•	 Showed that an adult brain of a higher species can form new nerve cells
•	 Discovered an obesity gene and the weight-regulating hormone leptin
•	 Discovered the dendritic cell, a key regulator of the immune system
•	 Identified the molecular mechanisms controlling circadian rhythm
•	 Developed assays that paved the way for drugs that cure hepatitis C
•	 Discovered GLP-1, the basis of revolutionary weight-loss drugs

An Exceptional Place to Learn
Rockefeller’s Ph.D. program offers training in the biomedical and physical sciences. 
With neighboring Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and Weill Cornell 
Medicine, the university also offers one of the nation’s top M.D.-Ph.D. programs. 
In addition, Rockefeller provides intensive postgraduate training. At any one time, 
more than 200 postdoctoral investigators conduct research in university 
laboratories. Rockefeller’s acclaimed Clinical Scholars Program, a three-year 
master’s degree program, provides a unique opportunity for recent M.D. or 
M.D.-Ph.D. recipients to begin careers in patient-oriented research. Working with 
senior faculty members, clinical scholars develop and implement translational 
research studies at The Rockefeller University Clinical Research Center.

Infrastructure that Fosters Collaboration and Interaction
Rockefeller invented the modern bioscience institute, and has spent the past 124 
years perfecting it. The university’s beautifully landscaped 16-acre campus includes 
nine research buildings containing roughly 500,000 square feet of laboratory 
space, where investigators employ the latest technology to answer the most 
challenging questions in their fields. The Stavros Niarchos Foundation–David 
Rockefeller River Campus, which opened in 2019 and features the Marie-Josée and 
Henry R. Kravis Research Building, provides a state-of-the-art laboratory space, a 
river view dining commons, academic and conference centers, and magnificent 
rooftop gardens.

* * * * *

The Rockefeller University is an independent, nonprofit institute that relies on  
a broad base of government and private support to advance its mission of  
biomedical research. Each year, a committed group of individuals, foundations, 
and corporations helps to fund the university’s scientific and educational programs. 
For information about these programs, or to discuss ways in which you can 
support and advance the work of the university, please contact:

Kate Kadoun, Senior Director, Outreach Initiatives
212-327-8694 • kadoun@rockefeller.edu




