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Richard E. Salomon, vice chair of the Board of Trustees, first visited The 
Rockefeller University in December 1969 as a young intern accompanying  
David Rockefeller to a meeting. In his own words, “it has been a love affair  
ever since.” A University Trustee since 1984, Mr. Salomon has served longer 
than any Board member in the institution’s history with the exception of  
Mr. Rockefeller himself. During his exceptional tenure, Mr. Salomon has been 
a trusted friend and advisor to eight University presidents, playing a pivotal 
role in strengthening virtually every aspect of the University. He has chaired 
the Investment, Finance, and Nominating & Governance Committees. His 
institution-building contributions, to cite just one, include the creation of a 
professional investment office to manage the University’s endowment.

Mr. Salomon is a Managing Partner of East End Advisors, a New York-based 
investment advisory firm. He was previously President of Mecox Ventures,  
which he formed in 2000. From 1982 to 2000, he served as President and 
Managing Director of Spears, Benzak, Salomon & Farrell. He also served as  
Senior Advisor to David Rockefeller from 1974 to 2017. Mr. Salomon graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa and magna cum laude from Yale University and received an  
M.B.A. from Columbia University. He was a Director of Boston Properties from 
1998 to 2010 and of Cousins Properties from 1994 to 2001.  

Mr. Salomon is a Trustee of the Museum of Modern Art and the Peterson 
Institute of International Economics, serving, as he does at Rockefeller 
University, as a member of the Investment Committees of these institutions.   
Mr. Salomon also serves as Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of MoMA, 
where he previously chaired the Drawings and Photography Committees.  
He was a Trustee and Vice Chairman of the Council on Foreign Relations, and  
he continues to serve on its Investment Committee.

Mr. Salomon previously served as a Trustee and Investment Committee member 
of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, a member of the Yale University Investment 
Committee, a Trustee of the New York Public Library and The New York 
Philharmonic, and a Director of the Choate School and Greenwich Country Day 
School. He is currently a Governor of the National Golf Links of America and a 
member of the McKinsey Investment Office Advisory Board. 
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The mechanism by which cells switch genes on and off during development 
has fascinated Robert Tjian since the beginning of his career. During the past 
four decades, he has made major contributions to our understanding of gene 
regulation through his studies on transcription, the process by which cells  
copy RNA from DNA. 

Dr. Tjian discovered the first human sequence-specific transcription factor  
and unveiled many aspects of transcriptional activation. He found that even  
core components of the transcription machinery vary among cells of different 
tissues. By developing and deploying methods that detect molecular events 
within single living cells, he has shown that proteins rapidly associate with and 
dissociate from one another and their target DNA as they stimulate and  
dampen gene activity.

Born in Hong Kong, Dr. Tjian grew up in Argentina, Brazil, and New Jersey. 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry at the University of California, 
Berkeley in 1971. He then moved to Harvard for graduate work, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in 1976. Three years later, he joined the UC Berkeley faculty.  
In 1987, he became a Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) Investigator. 

As the president of HHMI from 2009 to 2016, Dr. Tjian harnessed the 
opportunity to cultivate bold, ambitious research without the constraints that 
limit government-funded agencies. He advanced biomedical inquiry on many 
levels by launching and enriching numerous initiatives. He set up new support 
for early-career scientists, started an educational documentary venture, and 
strengthened HHMI’s investigator program. On Capitol Hill and in the White 
House, he used his position to avidly and effectively promote the biomedical 
research enterprise. 

A member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Tjian received many 
honors and awards, including the 1999 Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize and the 
2010 Glenn T. Seaborg Medal.

An incisive and independent thinker, Susan Solomon pinpointed the 
cause of the ozone hole over the Antarctic after this serious environmental 
problem was discovered in the early 1980s. As the mystery flummoxed 
the scientific community, Dr. Solomon bucked conventional wisdom to 
conceive the correct explanation. This work accelerated adoption of the 
Montreal Protocol, which instituted an international ban on industrial 
chlorofluorocarbon production that has led to healing of the ozone layer. 
In addition to her research on ozone chemistry in the stratosphere, 
Dr. Solomon has contributed significantly to our understanding of human 
involvement in climate change.

Dr. Solomon was born in Chicago and grew up there. Inspired by Jacques 
Cousteau, she cast her initial scientific curiosity under the sea. In high 
school, she turned toward the quantitative rigor of chemistry and won third 
place in an international science fair for experiments in which she tested her 
hypothesis that flames burn brighter with more oxygen.

In 1977, she earned a B.S. in chemistry from the Illinois Institute of 
Technology and then headed to the University of California, Berkeley for 
graduate school, where she studied atmospheric chemistry. After receiving 
her Ph.D. in 1981, she joined the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in Boulder, Colorado, and also became an adjunct professor 
at the University of Colorado. 

Dr. Solomon’s love of teaching led her in 2012 to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, where she is currently the Lee and Geraldine Martin 
Professor of Environmental Studies. Dr. Solomon served as the co-chair 
for Working Group 1 of the Intergovernmental Panel in Climate Change 
between 2002 and 2008. Its influential 2007 report addresses human 
contributions to global warming.

Dr. Solomon has received dozens of honors and awards, including the 1999 
U.S. National Medal of Science and the 2018 Crafoord Prize. In 1994, two 
landforms—Solomon Glacier and Solomon Saddle—were named in honor of 
her leadership in Antarctic research.



Founded in 1901, The Rockefeller University is a world-renowned center 
for research and graduate education in the biomedical and physical 
sciences. The university’s 82 laboratories conduct research on a broad 
range of biological and biomedical questions with the mission of improving 
the understanding of life for the benefit of humanity. Over the years, 
Rockefeller has been the site of many historic breakthroughs, including the 
landmark discovery that genes are made of DNA. Twenty-five researchers 
associated with Rockefeller throughout its history have been awarded the 
Nobel Prize, including 2017 awardee Michael W. Young, Ph.D. 

The graduate program, with a unique curriculum that emphasizes 
independent research, began in 1955 and was named in honor of David 
Rockefeller in 2005. Since the first convocation in 1959, The Rockefeller 
University has granted doctor of philosophy degrees to 1,262 individuals – 
including 30 students who will receive their Ph.D. degrees today.


