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Evelyn Gruss Lipper brings a scientist’s observational acumen and a clinician’s 
emphasis on wellbeing to her philanthropic endeavors, with transformative 
results. Through a distinguished clinical career in developmental and 
behavioral pediatrics, and a second career in visionary philanthropy, 
Dr. Lipper has advanced the work of medical, scientific, and humanitarian 
organizations across the globe.

After discovering a love of biology in high school, she pursued a B.S. from 
Simmons College before earning her M.D. from Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine in 1971. Six years later, Dr. Lipper took a position in pediatrics at 
Albert Einstein College and in 1982 moved to Weill Cornell Medicine, 
where she was Director of the Neonatal Follow up Program. In 1990, she 
became Chief of the Division of Developmental Pediatrics at Weill Cornell 
and currently serves as Clinical Associate Professor Emerita of Pediatrics at 
Weill Cornell.

Dr. Lipper’s relationship with The Rockefeller University extends over four 
decades, a depth of commitment that places her among the university’s 
most notable and passionate advocates. She has provided critical leadership 
through some of Rockefeller’s most transformative years. After joining the 
Rockefeller University Council in 1983, she was elected to the Board of 
Trustees in 1992—serving on the Nominating, Development, Hospital, 
and Educational Affairs Committees. Also of note is Dr. Lipper’s pioneering 
support of the Women & Science initiative. She was elected Trustee Emerita 
in 2021.

Her background as an esteemed faculty member at renowned institutions 
provided Dr. Lipper with unique insight as a philanthropist. Inspired by 
her parents’ charitable endeavors, she became involved with her family’s 
foundations but also forged her own path according to her interests. She 
has dedicated her efforts to supporting medical, scientific, and humanitarian 
organizations in New York City, the United States, and Israel.

With a special interest in imaging, Dr. Lipper has made transformational 
contributions that have spurred the innovative use of advanced equipment, 
both at Rockefeller and the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

Dr. Lipper is a trustee of her family foundations: the Gruss Life Monument 
Funds, the EGL Charitable Foundation, and the Beracha Foundation. She has 
served on the boards of some of the country’s most distinguished institutions 
and is an honorary trustee at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.
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Marc Kirschner majored in chemistry at Northwestern University and earned 
his doctorate in biochemistry at the University of California, Berkeley, 
studying allosteric proteins. He continued at Berkeley as a postdoctoral 
fellow in John Gerhart’s lab, and he became captivated by the cell cycle. 

In 1972, Dr. Kirschner joined the Princeton University department 
of biochemical sciences, where he launched a research program on 
microtubules, the long polymers that compose the mitotic spindle, 
and made several major advances. For example, he discovered the first 
microtubule-assembly protein, tau, which is now known for its association 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related neurological disorders.

Dr. Kirschner moved to the University of California, San Francisco, in 1978, 
and continued his work on the cytoskeleton. He demonstrated that some 
microtubules grow while others shrink and elucidated the role of GTP in this 
process of dynamic instability. At UCSF, he also explored development and 
the cell cycle, and he made numerous seminal findings in those fields. 
He and Dr. Gerhart showed how frog eggs establish dorsal-ventral polarity 
and they found an autonomous oscillator called Maturation Promoting 
Factor, whose quantities rise and fall in synchrony with the normal cell 
division cycle even if cleavage is blocked. These observations led to 
Dr. Kirschner’s discovery of the Anaphase Promoting Complex, which 
governs the cell cycle by destroying cyclin and other regulators through 
the ubiquitin system.

In 1993, Harvard University recruited Dr. Kirschner to set up its cell biology 
department and, a decade later, he became the founding chair of the 
department of systems biology. He is currently the John Franklin Enders 
University Professor at Harvard Medical School.

Drs. Kirschner and Gerhart co-authored two books about the cellular basis 
for evolutionary change, Cells, Embryos, and Evolution and The Plausibility of 
Life: Resolving Darwin’s Dilemma. Dr. Kirschner is a member of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, and a foreign 
member of the Royal Society of London. His many honors include the 
Gairdner Foundation International Award (Canada), the American Society 
for Cell Biology’s Public Service Award, the Dickson Prize for Science, and 
the E.B. Wilson Award.

E V E L Y N  G .  L I P P E R ,  M . D .



H O N O R A R Y  D E G R E E

Ingrid Daubechies majored in physics at the Free University of Brussels where 
she went on to earn her doctorate in theoretical physics. She joined the 
Mathematics Research Center at AT&T Bell Laboratories in 1987 and, that same 
year, published the paper that launched her global reputation in the field of 
wavelets. These mathematical tools allow efficient information packaging, 
especially when signals undergo sudden dramatic changes. 

Undaunted by the entrenched belief that putting mathematics to work 
compromises its underlying beauty, Dr. Daubechies aimed to create practical 
tools that retained the wavelets’ theoretical integrity. The wavelets that she 
developed transformed signal processing in many digital settings. In images, 
for instance, they facilitate the ability to minimize bandwidth while maximizing 
quality. This work underlies many applications, including the JPEG 2000 image 
compression and coding system. Dr. Daubechies has exploited wavelets and 
numerous other mathematical tools to solve problems in a tremendous range 
of fields, including brain imaging, geology, evolution, and even art restoration. 

Dr. Daubechies joined the mathematics faculty at Rutgers University in 1991 
and, three years later, Princeton University recruited her. In 2011, she moved 
to Duke University, where she is currently the James B. Duke Distinguished 
Professor of Mathematics and Electrical and Computer Engineering. 

Dr. Daubechies was named a MacArthur Fellow, and her many honors 
include the National Academy of Sciences Award in Mathematics, the L’Oréal-
UNESCO International Award for Women in Science, and the 2023 Wolf 
Prize in Mathematics. She has held numerous leadership positions, including 
president of the International Mathematical Union. In this role, she promoted 
equal opportunities in science and math education, especially in developing 
countries. She also co-founded Duke University’s Summer Workshop in 
Mathematics for rising female high school seniors, and she serves on the board 
of directors of the EDGE Foundation, which aims to increase gender and racial 
diversity and equity in the mathematics community.

Away from academia, Dr. Daubechies teamed up with fiber artist Dominique 
Ehrmann to create an exhibit called Mathemalchemy. This traveling museum 
piece aims to convey the beauty and fun of mathematics by celebrating the 
relationship between math and art.

Founded in 1901, The Rockefeller University is a world-renowned center for 
research and graduate education in the biomedical and physical sciences. 
The university’s some 70 laboratories conduct research on a broad range 
of biological and biomedical questions with the mission of improving the 
understanding of life for the benefit of humanity. Over the years, Rockefeller 
has been the site of many historic breakthroughs, including the landmark 
discovery that genes are made of DNA. Twenty-six researchers associated 
with Rockefeller throughout its history have been awarded the Nobel Prize. 

The graduate program, with a unique curriculum that emphasizes 
independent research, began in 1955 and was named in honor of David 
Rockefeller in 2005. Since the first convocation in 1959, The Rockefeller 
University has granted doctor of philosophy degrees to 1,431 individuals – 
including 36 students who will receive their Ph.D. degrees today.
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