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Campus prepares for plaza
and bridge construction

Friday lecture:

N e u robiologist Ptacek
to discuss circ a d i a n
rhythm variant today

Cohn Forum will feature genome
p roject scientist Craig V e n t e r

RU plans for
Take Your Child
to Work Day

Craig Venter, president and chief
scientific officer of Celera
Genomics Corporation, will pre-

sent the next Zanvil A. Cohn Forum on
Health Affairs on Monday, April 26. His
topic will be “The Genome Project: From
Microbes to Man.”

Venter is a researcher and entrepre-
neur whose challenging ideas have
injected an element of competition into
the effort to sequence the 3.5 billion
bases of DNA in the human genome—an
enormous technical undertaking that has
far-reaching implications for basic sci-
ence and medicine.  

In 1990, as a laboratory head at the
National Institutes of Health, Venter
developed a new strategy for gene dis-
covery called expressed sequence tags
(ESTs). With his invention, which sim-
plified existing methods for the discov-
ery of genes, Venter left the NIH to pur-
sue his own vision of genomics. In 1992,
Venter founded The Institute for
Genomic Research, a not-for-profit
genomic research institution. Using the
EST method, Venter and his colleagues
have discovered and published on more
than half of all human genes. He has also
sequenced the genomes of more than a
half dozen microorganisms. These
accomplishments plus the advent of a
50-fold increment sequencing machine
led to the formation in 1998 of Celera
Genomics, a for-profit joint venture with
Perkin-Elmer Corporation. Celera’s goal
is to sequence the human genome by the
end of 2001 and become the definitive

source of all genomic information.
Venter received his Ph.D. in physiolo-

gy and pharmacology from the
University of California, San Diego. He
has published more than 160 research
articles and has received numerous
awards, including the Beckman Award
(1999), the Chiron Corporation
Biotechnology Research Award (1999)
and the R&D MagazineScientist of the
Year Award.

The Cohn Forum is a series of collo-
quia on issues in health and biomedi-
cine. Venter’s talk takes place in Caspary
Auditorium at 5:30 p.m. The Cohn
Forum’s website is http://www.rocke-
feller.edu/pubinfo/cohn.html. Admission
is free. All are welcome. For additional
information, please call Gloria Phipps,
x8967.

Public Affairs and Human Resources
will be hosting the annual Take
Your Child to Work Day again this

year. It will take place on Thurs., April
22, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. The day is
designed to teach children about The
Rockefeller University; therefore, a day
full of science activities has been
planned. If you wish to register your
child, please contact Amy Ites, x8300, or
e-mail itesa. Children must be between
the ages of 7 and 14 and be accompa-
nied by an adult in order to attend.
Registration is limited, so please register
early. The deadline is Mon., April 12.

These are the activities for the day:

9 a.m.
Welcome 
Weiss, 17th Floor

On behalf of Public Affairs and
Human Resources,  Julie Francis and
Amy Ites will welcome parents and chil-
dren.  They will discuss the activities
and the importance of Take Your Child
to Work Day.  Breakfast will be provided. 

10 a.m.
7 to 9 year olds
Laboratory of Sensor y
Neuroscience

When we hear, sound waves flow into
our ears stimulating special cells called
hair cells. These send signals to the
brain. One way we study hearing is by
learning how the ear works in small
animals such as fish. 

10 a.m., Ages 10 years and older
11:00 a.m, 7 to 9 year olds
Molecular Vertebrate Embryology
Laborator y, Rockefeller Research
Bldg, Hemmati-Brivanlou Lab 

What is a Xenopus laevis?Come find
out how a Xenopus laevis can be used to
demonstrate the development of human
beings. You’ll be surprised to discover

Craig Venter, president of Celera Genomics

Corporation, will present the next Cohn Forum on

Health Affairs on Monday, April 26.

Workers removed the Frank Stella sculpture The Tail in preparation for the plaza and bridge construction

project. The artwork has been reinstalled on an adjacent wall in Weiss for the duration of the project.

News&Notes will provide updates of the construction project as it progresses.

Louis Ptacek, an associate professo
at the University of Utah and asso
ciate investigator at the Howard

Hughes Medical Institute, will give the
Friday lecture today (April 9). His talk 
entitled “Familial Advanced Sleep Phas
Syndrome: A Short Period Circadian
Rhythm Variant in Humans.” 

Ptacek is responsible for identifica
tion of two genes causing several forms
of periodic paralysis and myotonia. He
has proposed that these diseases of mu
cle membrane represent a good model 
hyperexcitable disorders of heart and
brain. These were the first human disor
ders recognized to be caused by muta
tions in voltage-gated ion channels. Th
model of membrane excitability defects
has been borne out and a growing list o
movement disorders, cardiac arrhyth-
mias and epilepsies are now recognized
to result from mutations in ion channel

Ptacek’s lab is also interested in sev
eral forms of hereditary neurodegenera
tion, including two spinocerebellar atax
as, which are caused by trinucleotide
repeat expansions and an autosomal
dominant form of leukodystrophy that
mimics chronic, progressive multiple
sclerosis. Most recently, he has become
involved with identification and charac
terization of hereditary circadian rhythm
disorders of humans.

Ptacek graduated from the
University of Wisconsin with degrees in
mathematics and medicine. He per-
formed his residency in neurology and
postgraduate training in genetics in the
laboratory of Ray White at the Universi
of Utah. He is presently an associate
investigator in the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute and associate professo
of neurology and human genetics. His
work is supported by the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute and the
National Institutes of Health.

The lecture will begin at 3:45 p.m. i
Caspary Auditorium and is preceded by
a tea in Abby Aldrich Lounge at 3:15
p.m. All are welcome.

Louis Ptacek, of the University of Utah and the

Howard Hughes Medical Institute, will discuss cir

dian rhythm at the Friday lecture today (April 9).  
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Tree spraying
The spraying of trees and shrubs

throughout the campus will take place
Saturday, April 10, starting at 4 a.m.
and continuing until 10 a.m. In case of
bad weather, the alternative date for
spraying will be Sunday, April 11,
starting at 4 a.m. Plant Operations rec-
ommends that you close your win-
dows, shut off air conditioners, stay
out of direct contact of the drift and
keep pets inside. If you have any ques-
tions, call James Sullivan, x8001.

Flexible Spending Account
deadline

Thurs., April 15, is the 1998
Dependent Care and Health Care
Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA)
reimbursement request deadline.
Please submit all your 1998 FSA eligi-
ble expenses to 21st Century for reim-
bursement by this date. Any
unclaimed balance after this date will
be forfeited. The FSA reimbursement
claims are located in Human
Resources. If you have any questions,
please call Human Resources, x8300.

RU events hotline
Trying to find information about an

upcoming event at RU? The university
has a phone number with information
about RU events, including the Peggy
Rockefeller Concerts, Tri-institutional
Noon Recitals, public lectures and
symposia, along with directions to the
campus. Call 327-7007.

Hospital help
The Hospital is looking for volun-

teers to help with patient recruitment
activities for inpatient and outpatient
clinical studies at the Rockefeller
University Hospital. Please call Lanie
Fleischer, x8415.

Discount theater tickets
Human Resources has recently pur-

chased a limited number of tickets at
$21 apiece for the eagerly-awaited
Broadway musical ÒThe Civil WarÓ on
Sunday, April 11, at 7:30 p.m. 

This is the latest production from
the creators of the hit Broadway musi-
cals ÒThe Scarlet PimpernelÓ and
ÒJekyll & Hyde.Ó  This show is a
remarkable savings since most tickets
begin at $45 and is guaranteed to sell-
out fast.

Please call Ron Kurtz, x8303, to
place your orders now.
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Potpourri

BeginnerÕs luck Music news at RU:

President Emeritus Torsten Wiesel had a stroke of beginnerÕs luck recently when
he went along on a fishing trip during a scientific conference in Curacao.
Wiesel was attending the annual meeting of the Pew Scholars Program in the

Biomedical Sciences when his angler colleagues Albert J. Aguayo amd Edward M.
DeRobertis asked him to join them in a day of deep sea fishing. Wiesel, a novice, had
a day reminiscent of Ernest Hemingway when, in heavy seas, he reeled in a 250-
pound marlin. Said Wiesel, ÒIt was a 30-minute hard struggle, but in the end the
poor fish was landed on the deck.Ó He gave the marlin to the local fishermen, mak-
ing a lucky day for them as well.


