
Rubin to discuss new
a p p roaches to the fly
genome today 

Gerald Rubin, a professor of
genetics at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley and vice pres-
ident for biomedical research at
the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, will speak today (Nov.
3) about “Experimental and
Computational Approaches
Toward Understanding the
Drosophila Genome.”

Rubin’s laboratory studies the
structure and function of the
genome of the fruit fly
Drosophila melanogaster. They
develop the biological and com-
puter-based tools needed to ana-
lyze and display the vast amount
of information being derived
from the sequencing of this
genome.Then they use these
tools to address issues in genome
organization and function,devel-
opment,and evolution.They are
also continuing long-standing
efforts to use large-scale genetic
screens to elucidate gene-
regulatory and signal transduc-
tion pathways.

The nucleotide sequence of the
Drosophila genome has recently
become available through a col-
laborative effort of the Berkeley
Drosophila Genome Project and
Celera Genomics,Inc.The value
of these sequence data will be
enormously enhanced if the
structure of each transcription
unit and its pattern of expression
can be established.Eventually 
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The Rockefeller Unive rsity will
t u rn its focus on infectious disease
and antibiotic resistance next
week with two events that spot-
light the current state of re s e a rc h
against such plagues as tuberc u l o-
s i s ,AIDS and hepatitis C.

Centennial lecture

On Wed.,Nov. 8, Ruth Berkel-
man,of Emory University’s
Rollins School of Public Health,
will discuss “Pathogens,Popula-
tions and Plagues”at a Centen-
nial Lecture on Science and
Society. Berkelman is a leader in
the nation’s infectious disease

control efforts.She recently
retired from the U.S. Public
Health Service at the rank of
Assistant Surgeon General after
20 years of service with the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Berkelman received her M.D.
from Harvard University in 1977
and joined the CDC in 1980.
She headed CDC’s AIDS pro-
grams as director of the Division
of Surveillance and Epidemio-
logic Studies,and was named
deputy director of the National
Center for Infectious Diseases in
1992.In 1998,she became senior

adviser to the director of CDC.
Berkelman was a founding mem-
ber of the Division of Public
Health of the American Society
of Microbiology, served on the
Infectious Disease Committee of
the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics,and the governing Council
of the American Public Health
Association.Her talk begins at 6
p.m.in Caspary Auditorium.

Centennial symposium

Then, on Thurs.,Nov. 9,scien-
tists from the university will 
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Fight against infectious disease takes center stage 

Public health expert Ruth Berkelman will
discuss “Pathogens, Populations and
Plagues” at a Centennial Lecture on
Science and Society next Wed., Nov. 8.
The following day, Rockefeller University
scientists will host an all-day centennial
symposium on infectious disease.

Rubin will discuss biological and 
c o m p u t e r-based tools to help analyze and
display the vast amount of inform a t i o n
being derived from the sequencing of the
f ruit fly genome. 

RU Council holds fall meeting 

The Rockefeller A rc h ive Center
will host a two - d ay symposium
on the history of the unive rs i t y
on Mon., N ov. 1 3 , and Tu e s . ,
N ov. 1 4 , in Caspary A u d i t o ri u m .
The series of scholarly talks wa s
organized by the center as part 
of the unive rs i t y ’s centennial 
c e l e b r a t i o n .

The morning of the first day Bert
Hansen of Baruch College, R o n
C h e rn ow, author of T i t a n :The Life
of John D. R o ck e f e l l e r, S r.; and Pe t e r
J. Jo h n s o n , co-author of The Rock-
efeller Century and The Rock e f e l l e r
C o n s c i e n c e will give talks about
“The Idea of a Great Researc h
I n s t i t u t i o n .”At noon, R og e rs
H o l l i n g swo rth of the Unive rs i t y
of Wisconsin will give a talk enti-
tled “The Model of a Modern
B i o l ogical Research Institution:A
C e n t u ry of The Rocke f e l l e r.” I n
the aftern o o n ,Aya Takahashi of
I waki Meisei Unive rs i t y,A b i g a i l
O ’ S u l l ivan of Oxford Unive rs i t y,
P rofessor Emeritus Robert L.
Schoenfeld of The Rocke f e l l e r

U n ive rs i t y, S h e l l ey McKeller of
the Unive rsity of To ronto and
Olga A m s t e rdamska of the Uni-
ve rsity of A m s t e rdam will give
talks about the first 50 ye a rs of
The Rockefeller Unive rs i t y.T h e
eve n i n g ’s program will be a cen-
tennial lecture entitled “ T h e
F u t u re of Research at 68th &
Yo r k ” by  A rnold J. L ev i n e, p re s i-
dent of The Rockefeller Unive r-
s i t y ;H e r b e rt Pa rd e s ,p resident of
N ew Yo r k - P re s by t e rian Hospital;
Antonio Gotto, dean of We i l l
Medical College of Cornell 
U n ive rs i t y ; and Harold Va rmu s ,
p resident of the Memorial Sloan-
Ke t t e ring Cancer Center.

The second day ’s program begi n s
with talks about re s e a rch and
re s e a rc h e rs . Sabine Brauckmann
of the Unive rsity of Münster will
give a talk, as will Rocke f e l l e r
U n ive rs i t y ’s Jules Hirs c h , head of
the Laboratory of Human Behav-
ior and Metabolism; E l i z a b e t h
Hanson and Carol Moberg.A t
n o o n ,R o b e rt Olby of the Uni-

ve rsity of Pittsburgh will discuss
“ R o c kefeller Unive rsity and the
Molecular Revolution in Biol-
og y.”The aftern o o n ’s progr a m ,
“Issues in the History of T h e
R o c kefeller Unive rs i t y,” w i l l
include talks by Hanna Landecke r
of the Max Planck Institute for
the History of Science,Ton va n
H e l vo o rt of the Unive rsity of
M a a s t richt and Bern a rd Unti of
A m e rican Unive rs i t y.The sympo-
sium will conclude with a panel
discussion on “ R e flections on
H ow Great Science Happened at
The Rocke f e l l e r ” ; the panelists
will be President Lev i n e ;P u rn e l l
W. C h o p p i n ,p resident emeri t u s
of the Howa rd Hughes Medical
I n s t i t u t e ; James E. D a rn e l l ,J r. ,
head of the Laboratory of Molec-
ular Cell Biolog y ; and Ju l e s
H i rs c h .

The conference evo l ved out of a
special grant program to encour-
age scholars to do re s e a rch on the
h i s t o ry of Rockefeller Unive rs i t y.
The grants provided stipends for

m o re than a dozen re s e a rc h e rs to
go to the A rc h ives Center for one
or two weeks to do re s e a rc h .A
committee rev i ewed and selected
the recipients for the special
grants for re s e a rch at the A rc h ive
Center on the history of the uni-
ve rs i t y ; the committee wa s
c h a i red by Hirsch and included
Peter Sellers and Professor Emeri-
tus Norton Zinder.

“ We have a dive rs e, i n t e rn a t i o n a l
group of re s e a rc h e rs ,” s ays Darwin
S t a p l e t o n ,d i rector of the A rc h ive
C e n t e r.“ T h e re are distinguished
senior scholars who have re c e n t l y
t u rned their attention to the uni-
ve rs i t y, as well as younger people
who have just re c e ived their doc-
t o r a t e s , plus people from the uni-
ve rsity itself.This gives the
p rogram a nice range of scholarly
traditions and interesting cro s s -
cutting views on the history of
the unive rs i t y.”

Please consult www. ro c ke f e l l e r.
e d u / a rc h ive. c t r / rucent2.html for
details.

Archive Center to host history conference

Left: Debra S. Heinrich, a member of the
Rockefeller University Council Executive
Committee and of the Women & Science
Committee, joined Council Chairm a n
R i c h a rd M. Furlaud.  

Below: At a reception following the pro-
gram, guest John Kluge (at left) talked
with David Rockefeller, honorary chairm a n
of the Rockefeller University Council.

On Wed., Oct. 11, the fall meeting of The Rockefeller
University Council featured guest speaker Eric S. Lander
(right), director of the Whitehead Center for Genome
R e s e a rch and a professor at M.I.T. More than 170
Council members and their guests heard Lander’s pre-
sentation “Learning the Language of Life:  How
Genomics will Tr a n s f o rm Medicine.”




