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Announcements CAMPUS NEWS
Paul Nurse to address campus. Dr.

Nurse will hold a town hall meeting N O rt h
this Friday which will include a dis-

cussion of the plans for the

Collaborative Research Center, the

North campus building project that C a m p u S
will encompass renovations to Smith

and Flexner Halls and the construc-

[ ]
tion of a bridging building between re n O V a t-l O n
them (see “North campus renovation
plans take shape,” right). The meeting
is June 9 at 3 p.m. in Caspary
Auditorium. All are invited to attend. p a n S a e
Convocation is next week. Join your
colleagues in celebrating the 2006 h
Convocation on Thursday, June 15, at S a p e
which Ph.D.s will be awarded to 26
graduate students. Honorary degrees

ILLUSTRATION: MITCHELL/GIURGOLA ARCHITECTS

will be presented to Shirley M. BY ZACH VEILLEUX

Tilghman, president of Princeton

University, and Bruce Michael The university's first major building

Alberts, professor of biochemistry and Building a bridge. An artist’s sketch shows the interior of one of several designs being considered for
biophysics at the University of project of the 21st century, now fuuy the bridging building that will connect Smith and Flexner Halls.

California, San Francisco. This year’s
David Rockefeller Award will be pre-
sented to Fred Bohen, former execu- boards. This week, the university’s Board of Trustees voted to approve the project’s broad strokes, including its size and
tive vice president of Rockefeller
University.

envisioned as a renewal of the north campus, is poised to move out of the conceptual phase and onto the drawing

cost, and authorized architects from Mitchell/Giurgola to begin the detailed design process that will translate ideas

into blueprints. The plans have been under development since June 2005 when the Board approved the Nurse adminis-
The schedule of events:

2:30 p.m. Academic processional tration’s strategic plan, developed after extended consultation with the faculty and other members of the university.

from Weiss Lobby to

Caspary Auditorium. All “The vision that the architects have developed for Rockefeller’s the campus that will make it an even more inviting and inspiring
are welcome to gather north campus is the right solution to several complex problems setting in which to do science. Through giving new life to the
along the route facing the university, including the deteriorating state of the exist- north campus, this restoration will ensure that for years to come we
3:00 C ion. C ing buildings and the urgent need to build modern lab space on have the facilities to retain and to attract scientists who are among
B .m. Convocation, Caspa » . w .
p vocaton, “aspary campus,” says Russell Carson, chair of the Board of Trustees. “In the world’s best as members of Rockefeller’s distinguished faculty.”
Auditorium. Tickets are . . L o . . . L .
ired. For ticket addition to seeing these historic buildings again become fully func- The project has evolved in several ways since it was originally
required. For tickets . , . o . . N . .. .
d ’ tional, we're also getting valuable new space where scientists can envisioned in the university’s strategic plan. Initially conceived as
please call Megan . . - . - . .
interact with one another, and several additional enhancements to new laboratory space oriented horizontally, to foster interactions

Elevado, x7900.

5:30 p.m. Reception, Peggy
Rockefeller Plaza.

Al From Paul Nurse:

New lecture series begins. A new

seminar series, titled “Seminars in N at u ra |. p ro d U CtS our new Visual identity

RNA Biology,” will be held on occa-

sional Thursdays beginning in June. C h e m 'i St to b e C O m e

The series, sponsored by Thomas After receiving advice from an external design firm and con-
Tuschl, head of the Laboratory of ducting extensive discussions involving the entire community,

4
RNA Molecular Biology, will be held R O C kefe |.|.e r S n ewe St I am pleased to announce that the Board of Trustees has

continued on page 3

in Nurses Residence from 11 a.m. to approved a new logo and new visual identity guidelines for
12 p.m. The first speaker, on June 15, la b h e a d the university. The identity, which includes the logo as well
will be Norbert Polacek, assistant pro- the university’s tagline (“‘science for the benefit of humani-

i ), the col letterh i
fess?r at‘ Inr}sbruck Medical . BY LAUREN GRAVITZ ty”), the colors we 'LISC omour ett_er _ead anc_l busu_less cards
University in Innsbruck, Austria. The and the fonts used in official publications, will be implement-

title of his lecture is “The Ribosome ed university-wide to give our communications consistency.

with Circularly Permuted 23S rRINA
— A Molecular Tool to Study
Peptidal Transfer.” For information on
upcoming speakers, check the calen-
dar of events or, for more informa-

S [ A Ly 2 first new head of laboratory in nearly two years, intends to build

searlea@rockefeller.edu. . continued on page 4
continued on page 4

Following a yearlong search process involving an applicant pool
of close to 700 candidates, the Rockefeller University faculty
search committee has announced that Sean Brady, a chemical

I want to take a moment to revisit the reasons why our
logo was due for an update. The version of the Rockefeller

. L . . . . . seal that we've been using since 2001, one of the half dozen
biologist with a background in organic chemistry, microbiology . . .
. . - the university has had over its history, was designed as a tran-
and plant biology, will become assistant professor and head of . « . -
. L, sitional logo. The phrase “celebrating 100 years” is no longer
laboratory at Rockefeller. Dr. Brady, who will be the university’s . : ,

appropriate as we near our 105th birthday. What’s more, now

Paul Nurse, President

Joseph Bonner, Director of
Communications
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Hurricane victim finds shelter for his science at Rockefeller

BY TALLEY HENNING BROWN

After the rain. Zafir Buraei in his adopted home, David Gadsby’s Laboratory of Cardiac and Membrane Physiology.

Zafir Buraei was mapping out his dissertation, the result of
nearly five years of research, at Tulane University last August
when Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans. The 175 mile
per hour winds not only forced his evacuation and flooded
the building he had been working in, they threatened to put
his research and his career on hold.

Katrina, of course, spawned hundreds of thousands of

twist.

Dr. Buraei began his doctoral research at Tulane
University School of Medicine in 2000, where he worked
under Keith S. Elmslie in the department of physiology,
studying voltage-gated calcium channels, proteins that exist
on the membranes of all living cells and are essential to var-
ious physiological processes including muscle contraction,

dents, Sidney Strickland, added the university to a list of
schools, compiled by the Council of Graduate Schools, will-
ing to accept displaced students from the Louisiana region.
As Rockefeller was one of the schools he had considered
when first looking at Ph.D. programs six years ago, Dr.
Buraei specifically inquired about it.

After Assistant Dean Emily Harms received a letter of
recommendation from Dr. Elmslie, it was only a matter of
days before Dr. Buraei was offered a graduate student
stipend and housing at Rockefeller. “After Katrina, there
was a lot of talk among the faculty about how Rockefeller
could help provide assistance to displaced graduate students.
Zafir proved to be a good fit for the university and we were
fortunate to be able to offer him the opportunity to contin-
ue his work here,” says Dr. Harms. Offers from faculty to act
as Dr. Buraei’s supervisor came easily as well; though an ini-
tial offer from Paul Greengard proved infeasible (due to lack
of space in Dr. Greengard’s lab), Dr. Buraei found an enthu-
siastic supporter in David Gadsby, head of the Laboratory of
Cardiac and Membrane Physiology. The two professors now
serve as co-advisors.

Despite losing his Tulane advisor and dissertation com-
mittee to far corners of the country (Tulane’s School of
Medicine laid off 180 of its faculty and will not reopen its
doors until the fall) and nearly losing his data to the flood
waters, Dr. Buraei’s work is back on track. Continuing his
research in Dr. Gadsby’s lab would have required dramatic
changes, including new animal protocols, but the disserta-
tion committee decided that research already done was
more than enough for the completion of his project. Dr.
Buraei spent the winter focusing entirely on the completion
of his thesis.

Dr. Buraei defended his dissertation in New Orleans on
March 27, four days shy of the Tulane deadline. “It went
very well. All five of my original defense committee mem-
bers were present, which was a miracle,” says Dr. Buraei,
who received his Ph.D. at Tulane’s May 13 convocation cer-
emony. His status as a visiting student at Rockefeller ends

victims, and Dr. Buraei’s situation was not life threatening.
But his story is still an example of tragedy turned to tri-
umph, and like everything at Rockefeller, it has a science

expression.

neurotransmitter release, neurodevelopment and gene

In the aftermath of the storm, Rockefeller’s dean of stu-

June 30, and the next day he will move on again, but this

time not as far: to a postdoc position at Columbia

University, in the lab of Jian Yang.

Trapped 1n the tram

A Rockefeller postdoc was among the 69 people
trapped for nearly half a day when the cable car
to Roosevelt Island malfunctioned

BY TALLEY HENNING BROWN

For Ana Domingos, a postdoc in the
Friedman Lab, the tram was originally one
of the appeals of living on Roosevelt Island.
‘While other New Yorkers stuffed themselves
onto crowded subway trains, she could float
over the river in four and a half minutes.

But even before she could move in, in
fact just days after signing her Roosevelt
Island lease, her reliable means of transport
jolted to a halt. With her on it.

As every New Yorker with a television
knows, 69 people were trapped on the two
Roosevelt Island tramcars on April 18 when
an electrical system failure caused the tram
to grind to a stop 250 feet above the East
River.

“There was a lady on the tram who had
lived on Roosevelt Island for six years, and
she said it was normal,” says Dr. Domingos,
“like the subway trains stopping in the mid-
dle of the tunnel. So I didn’t worry about it.
My mother, however, had a slight case of
vertigo.” Dr. Domingos was crossing the
river with her mother and father, Leonilde
and Manuel Domingos, visiting from their
native Portugal, as well as her brother Pedro
Domingos, also a Rockefeller postdoc, in
the Steller Lab, and her four-year-old
nephew Ruy. They were planning to stop
by only shortly, so Dr. Domingos could
show off her new apartment.

As the hours wore on, the backup plans
worked out between the police and the
tram conductor all failed, and passengers’

cell phones slowly ran out of power. The
family passed the time listening to Dr.
Domingos describe her new apartment, and
talking with the other passengers, most of
whom she says were determined to be
good natured, despite the cold and hunger
that were steadily fraying everyone’s nerves.
“We all broke up into small groups some-
times, everyone talking about something
different, such as how New Yorkers pay
taxes to make public services work and
then they don’t work,” says Dr. Domingos.
“Everyone tried to be cheerful, though,
even with the conductor. There was even a
small group of Orthodox Jews who all
knelt in the tram for prayer when the sun
was setting.”

There were also a few outbreaks of
panic. “The tensest moment was when one
lady who was very upset at the beginning,
took the conductor’s cell phone out of his
hand when he was talking to the police and
demanded to know what was going on.”

It was after sunset before the rescue plan,
to send baskets up to the stranded trams and
ferry people back to the ground, was final-
ized. “There was a lot of speculation about
what was actually going to happen, even
after they told us that plan, because the con-
ductor was pointing to the rescue basket at
the end of the cable line and none of us
could see it. Some people thought he was
making it up, just to keep us quiet,” says Dr.
Domingos.
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Rescue over the river. Ana Domingos (second from left) with her mother and two New York City police
officers during the rescue operation aboard the stalled tram.

When the rescue basket was proved to
be real — when it finally pulled into view
around 11 p.m. — there was immense
relief. “The police brought us blankets and
water, but what I really wanted was some-
thing sugary.” The basket was positioned as
close as possible to the tram, but because
the floor of the basket was nearly adjacent
to the ceiling of the tram, each passenger
had to be bodily lifted by the emergency
services team into the basket, which then
made several trips to get everyone to safety.
“My mother had been very quiet about
her vertigo the whole time, but she wor-
ried a little when the police tried to lift
her into the basket.” Dr. Domingos herself

o

was in the last group to be lifted from the
tram. “I don’t remember when I finally had
my feet on the ground, but I do know it
was after three in the morning when I got
to bed.”

Dr. Domingos, who has lived in New
York since 2000, when she became a visit-
ing student in Leslie Vosshall’s lab, continued
to be excited about her June 1 move to
Roosevelt Island. “T still wanted to go there.
It really is very convenient to where I work,
compared to my last place, in Inwood Park.
The electrical buses on the Island make me
feel like I'm in Europe again.” But with the
tram down for repairs until at least the fall,
she’ll be commuting by subway.
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North campus renovation contined

o

between scientists, in the areas now occupied by Smith Hall,
Flexner Hall, and the parking area adjacent to the Smith
Hall Annex, the plan has now been refined to include reno-
vations to both Smith and Flexner as well as the construc-
tion of a glass bridging building between them — to be
collectively called the Collaborative Research Center, or
CRC. In addition, the plan includes new connections
between the north and south portions of the campus,
expanded animal facilities and a reinvention of the under-
used esplanade above the 68th Street parking lot.

“Over the past several months, the architects have been
testing concepts to determine how the existing buildings in
the north campus can best be used to achieve our goals of
creating modern, high-quality open laboratories,” says
George Candler, associate vice president for planning and
construction. “They’ve met regularly with a committee of
faculty advisors and with a small group of trustees, and have
worked closely with the university’s administration to refine
the broad strokes of the strategic plan into a concept that
best fits into the campus and the budget.”

Among the elements of that concept:

Top-to-bottom renovations of Smith and Flexner.
Though the strategic plan expressed a preference for retain-
ing the historic facades of both Smith and Flexner Halls, it
did not rule out demolishing Smith in order to make way
for a modern and efticient lab building that would not be
constrained by the existing structure. After comparing costs
and feasibility, however, the architects have shown that reno-
vation is the preferable alternative. “Rebuilding would take
longer and would cost approximately 18 percent more than
renovating, and the architects’ plans show we can get an
excellent result without tearing down Smith,” Mr. Candler
says.

Flexner would also be renovated top-to-bottom. “The
original plan, which would have updated only the second
and fourth floors of Flexner and deferred a more extensive
modernization to a future date, was shortsighted and would
not have fully realized the goal of connecting Flexner to its
adjacent structures,” says Mr. Candler.

A glass bridging building. Today, Smith and Flexner
together house about 240 Rockefeller scientists. The archi-
tects have calculated, however, that if the two buildings were
renovated into open laboratory space, and shared facilities
such as elevators and meeting rooms were relocated, they
could accommodate about 460. The result, a total of
125,000 square feet of labs, would represent 28 percent of
all assignable lab space on campus. The plan therefore pro-
poses using the bridging building to house conference areas
including a 200-seat auditorium, restrooms, kitchens and
other shared space without additional wet labs — allowing
for the new structure to be small, sleek and largely transpar-
ent. The glass facade will serve as a main entrance for the
two buildings and allow natural light to penetrate deep into
the labs. “By making the bridging building as transparent as
possible, we keep it from competing with the stone and
masonry fagades of the lab buildings which surround it, and
we also preserve the architectural integrity of these historic
buildings,” says Mr. Candler. “In terms of the rhythm and
massing of the campus buildings, we want to have a sense of
daylight and openness between the buildings, rather than
create a huge single mass.”

New connections to the south. Once the center of
social and intellectual life at Rockefeller, Welch Hall today is
in need of modernization. Though not originally part of the
scope of the CRC project, planning this work in conjunc-
tion with the bridging building gives architects the oppor-
tunity to design new connections between the north and
south campuses. In the new plan, an outdoor walkway,
directly above the existing tunnel, would run along the
space between Founder’s Hall and Welch Hall, connecting
Nurses Residence and the Hospital to Flexner Hall and the
CRC. “The walkway would improve access to both Welch

Hall, which would return to its original use as meeting area
and reading room, and to the lobby of Founder’s Hall,
which would be renovated to open onto this walkway,” says
John Tooze, vice president for scientific and facility opera-
tions. The barrier-free walkway would also bring Founder’s
and Welch Halls into compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Expanded animal facilities. With new labs comes the
need for new animals and new imaging equipment, and it is
most efficient to house it all in the same place. But at its
current rate of growth, the university’s animal housing facili-
ties will be full by 2010, despite an aggressive renovation
program at LARC and the installation of high-density
racks. “Rather than build animal facilities into the CRC, it
makes more sense to plan a concurrent addition to LARC
that will increase the available space for animals, increase
security and house behavioral facilities that several of our
researchers must currently seek at other institutions,” says
Dr.Tooze. An architecture firm specializing in animal facili-
ties, Kling Architecture, from Philadelphia, will design the
expansion, currently seen as a three-story addition between
LARC and Weiss.

ually from early morning to the evening. One level down,
additional landscaping near the north gate would enhance
the appearance of the 68th Street parking lot. (See illustra-
tion.)

Even as the broad strokes of the plan fall into place,
many details remain. The lab spaces themselves, for example,
have not been fully designed, though some tentative floor
plans exist. Like many modern lab buildings, such as the
Rockefeller Research Building, Smith’s and Flexner’s
benches would be organized along the exterior walls, with
central space reserved for shared resources such as micro-
scopes, cold rooms and incubators. Many design details —
where oftices will be located, how benches will be
arranged, and what the CRC% atrium will look like — are
still being worked out. “We're spending a lot of time talking
with faculty about things like the length of the lab benches,
the size of the conference rooms and how much customiza-
tion should be done in the lab spaces,” says Mr. Candler.
“Those details will be decided in the coming months as the
architects begin work on the blueprints.”

Also still to be determined: the building’s occupants.
Already, faculty and administration have begun the process

ILLUSTRATION: MITCHELL/GIURGOLA ARCH.ITECTS

Labs and landscaping. A drawing prepared by Mitchell/Giurgola Architects shows how the grass promenade would be expanded north onto
the esplanade and east to the CRC’s entrance between Smith and Flexner Halls.

More grass and trees and an intellectual social center.
The main entrance to the CRC — and to the elevators that
will serve both Flexner and Smith — will be at the level of
the promenade, directly opposite the entrance to Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Hall. To tie the building to the rest of
the campus, the architects envision filling in the space
between Flexner’s north facade and Smith Hall’s entrance
bridge, and raising the north portion of the promenade a
few feet to be level with the esplanade. Grass would be
planted atop the esplanade, and a reflecting pool would be
built along the east edge of the marble walkway. The lower
floors of the CRC will include a coffee shop overspilling
into the grass area, providing a much needed intellectual
social center for the entire campus that can operate contin-

Tennis court and parking spaces to be temporary casualties

Assuming the project proceeds as expected, construction
on the CRC could begin as soon as next spring and be
complete in 2011 (phase I, in which Smith is renovated
and the bridging building completed, would finish at the
end of 2009 and phase II, Flexner’s renovation, about
two years later). But several “enabling projects” to create
space for displaced tenants and construction equipment
will be underway beginning this summer.

‘Within the next several months, the tennis court will
need to be closed to make room for temporary offices
to house Information Technology staff. IT, which cur-
rently resides on the A and B levels of Smith Hall, will
eventually work from Bronk. But space in Bronk will

not be available until Smith is fully renovated and in the
meantime, they’ll be in modular units. The tennis court
will be restored once the project is complete.

The university is investigating alternative locations for
tennis that community members would be able to use in
the interim, and if a viable solution is found, it will be
announced this summer. (Anyone with suggestions is
urged to contact Human Resources at x8300).

Later this year, the university will lose approximately
70 of its 302 parking spaces during the construction
period (34 of those, in the Flexner Hall lot, will be per-
manently removed and the rest, in the 68th Street lot
under the esplanade, will be temporarily used to house

o

of trying to figure out which labs can benefit from proximi-
ty to one another. “It’s complex,” says Dr. Tooze. “In addi-
tion to putting the right labs together, we want to minimize
the total number of moves during the construction process,
so whenever possible we’re trying to move a lab only once,
into its final space.” Extensive discussions are being carried
out with the present inhabitants of Smith and those nearby
to ensure that their disturbance is kept to a minimum.

Paul Nurse will hold a town hall meeting on June 9, at 3
p-m. in Caspary Auditorium, to include a discussion of plans
for the new building. The meeting is open to the entire
Rockefeller community. In addition, a new Web page has
been created to provide updates as the building’s plans and
construction progress: www.rockefeller.edu/crc.

of construction

trailers and equipment necessary for the construction
project).

Several options are being considered to compensate
for the lost spaces, including redrawing the parking
spaces to reduce wasted space and increase the number
of cars that can be parked in the remaining lots at 66th
Street and in the garage below Faculty House, and using
university owned property, currently vacant, on East
60th Street. “Commuters will continue to be accommo-
dated,” says Alex Kogan, associate vice president of plant
operations, “and everybody who now has a parking
place will still be able to park somewhere on university

property.”
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Sea n B ra dy continued

his lab around the study of naturally occur-
ring small molecules, such as those pro-
duced by soil bacteria and bacterial
pathogens. It is a field rich in potential,
with applications ranging from drug dis-
covery to controlling the spread of harmful
bacteria.

Dr. Brady’s multidisciplinary training
allows for a fresh perspective in the bur-
geoning field of chemical biology, and his
lab at Rockefeller will focus on two major
areas within the discipline. The first, he
says, is the discovery and study of new,
drug-like small molecules from organisms
that have not been studied before. “We
want to develop technologies that will
allow us to study molecules that have been
inaccessible in the past,” says Dr. Brady,
who is currently an instructor at Harvard
University. His lab’s second focus will be
the chemistry of bacterial pathogens.
“Clearly, one of the ways microbes interact
with the world is with small molecules.
Trying to understand more about these
small molecules should give us a better
understanding of bacterial pathogens, and a
better understanding of some infectious
diseases.”

An education in molecular biology
started early for Dr. Brady: During his high
school years in Clinton, New York, he
worked in his father’s plant molecular biol-
ogy lab. He pursued the subject as an
undergraduate at Pomona College in
Claremont, California, where he received

his degree in molecular biology in 1993.

From PaUl Nurse continued

is a good time to update the
university’s identity, as it
coincides with the
beginning of a new

4:11 PM Page 6

Brady chose Cornell University for his
Ph.D. research because it had a school ded-
icated to agriculture and life science. Once
there, however, his interest in natural prod-
ucts chemistry led him to the laboratory of
Jon Clardy, a trailblazer in the field of bio-
logical chemistry. He received his Ph.D. in
organic chemistry in 2001, then made the
transition to Harvard in 2004.

Studying soil bacteria has proven diffi-
cult for researchers because most of these
microbes cannot be readily cultured in a
laboratory setting. In fact, soil bacteria that
have not yet been cultured outnumber
those that have by at least three orders of
magnitude. Uncultured bacteria, Dr. Brady
says, are one of the largest remaining pools
of untapped genetic diversity. “Gaining
access to the small molecules produced by
these organisms and the genes that encode
the biosynthesis of these molecules should
have implications for both basic science
and drug discovery.”

Dr. Brady is finding novel ways to char-
acterize the natural products from these
microbes, extracting DNA from environ-
mental samples (called environmental DNA,
or eDNA) then cloning it in bacteria that
can live in the lab. He plans to expand this
approach by developing new eDNA cloning
and screening systems and by studying
uncultured bacteria found in soil samples
collected throughout the world.

With the increase in antibiotic-resistant
bacteria, the push to find strategies that
control them has grown critical. Dr. Brady’s

second focus, the chemistry of pathogenic
bacteria, including their signaling systems
and toxins, is loaded with downstream pos-
sibilities that could one day address this
issue. “It’s trying to understand diseases
better,” he says. “Bacteria produce signals,
and toxins, that are clearly important for
pathogenesis. If you can better understand
these molecules, it may help control bacte-
rial pathogens.”

Pathogenic bacteria have evolved elabo-
rate signaling systems that are crucial to
their ability to initiate and maintain infec-
tions. Dr. Brady plans to look at bacteria
with known sequences to identify new
gene clusters that code for novel signaling

molecules and toxins. This line of research,
he notes, could ultimately uncover ways to
disrupt bacterial signaling networks, pro-
viding drug researchers with potential
therapeutic targets.

“We are thrilled to welcome Sean to
Rockefeller as the first new faculty mem-
ber to be hired under our open recruit-
ment process, and he is exactly the kind of
highly innovative, cross-disciplinary scien-
tist the process was created to identify,” says
Paul Nurse, the university’s president. “Sean
is doing extremely creative work with
small molecules that has the potential to
make enormous strides in one of the
world’s most pressing public health areas,
the treatment of infectious diseases. The
faculty members and others who met with
Sean during the recruitment process were
unanimously enthusiastic about him, and
we are fortunate to have convinced him to
join the university.”

Dr. Brady plans to hit the ground run-
ning when he moves into his new lab, ten-
tatively named the Laboratory of
Genetically Encoded Small Molecules, on
the third floor of Rockefeller Research
Building at the beginning of September.
“I'm very excited — no question about it.
Rockefeller is a unique place, where a
chemist can work alongside world-
renowned biologists,” he says. “I was very
impressed by the students, the postdocs and
the researchers. It’s a great community, and
that kind of camaraderie is very important
to me.”

in our fundraising and outreach
efforts.

As you are aware,

Communications

chapter in and Public Affairs
Rockefeller his- (CPA) has been
tory. leading the
Expressing a ‘é effort to devel-
c'om.prehffn— Q{‘O C va‘e [Z‘e 1, - °p Ehé uni'ver-
sive identity C) sity’s identity.
in a profes- They have
sional and ry been working

consistent man-
ner will enable

us to convey this
message of positive
change to the outside

world and will be very useful

with an outside
firm to create an
identity that con-
veys Rockefeller’s
rich tradition of scientif-
ic excellence but also reflects

an institution that is on the leading edge
of scientific discovery.

CPA conducted a survey in December
inviting the campus community to
express their opinions about the design
direction of the identity. Based on survey
feedback, input from the Board of
Trustees and a committee tasked specifi-
cally with working on the identity, we
have selected a logo — pictured here —
that strongly reflects our heritage, but
does so with an updated look that repro-
duces well using a variety of media,
including online.

CPA is currently in the process of
developing guidelines on the use of the
logo in the wide variety of materials that
we use in our activities. In addition, a

series of templates is being created to
make it easy for all of us to produce let-
terhead, business cards, scientific posters,
PowerPoint presentations, event programs,
flyers and other materials using the new
look.

The logo and guidelines, as well as the
templates, will be available on the
Rockefeller Web site in the coming
months, and CPA will be available to pro-
vide support and advice on how best to
work with them. Once they are unveiled,
I urge you to use them on all your official
external correspondence. The process by
which they were selected was careful and
inclusive, and the message we send to the
world outside is its strongest when it is
consistent.

Robert Bruce Merrifield dies at 84

In October 1984, Robert Bruce Merrifield was inter-
viewed by the Star-Ledger of New Jersey after he won the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry. “Successful research scientists
are born, not fashioned,” Dr. Merrifield said. “There must
be something special inside the individual in the first
place, or it will never come together.” Dr. Merrifield,
whose retirement in 1992 never fully took him away from
his work at Rockefeller, died after a long illness on May
14, at the age of 84.

Dr. Merrifield’s careful, methodical and optimistic
approach to research was well known to everyone around
him, and when his groundbreaking discovery of the tech-
nique known as solid phase peptide synthesis resulted in
the Nobel Prize, the only person surprised by the news
was the man himself. “[His] was a revolution in peptide
chemistry,” said Glinter Blobel, head of Rockefeller’s
Laboratory of Cell Biology, describing to The New York
Times Dr. Merrifield’s method of attaching the first amino
acid in a peptide chain to an insoluble plastic bead, thereby
pinning it down and allowing for the addition of further
amino acids. The method increased the chemical reaction

efficiency of the process to 99.5 percent, accomplishing
what previously took years to complete in a matter of
days.

Born in 1921 in Fort Worth, Texas, Bruce Merrifield
spent most of his young life in southern California. He
received both bachelor’s and doctoral degrees in chemistry
from the University of California, Los Angeles, and imme-
diately thereafter accepted a job as assistant professor at
what was then the Rockefeller Institute for Medical

Research. “He graduated from UCLA on Sunday, we got
married on Monday and we left for New York on
Tuesday,” said his wife, Elizabeth, several years ago.
Elizabeth, herself a committed researcher, raised six chil-
dren and worked in her husband’s Laboratory of
Biochemistry for 23 years. Dr. Merrifield became full pro-
fessor at Rockefeller in 1966 and was named John D.
Rockefeller Jr. Professor in 1983. His scientific autobiogra-
phy, titled Life during a Golden Age of Peptide Chemistry, was
published in 1993.

Dr. Merrifield is survived by his wife Elizabeth, one
son, five daughters, and 16 grandchildren.
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A toast to devotion

When Joseph Drew, Alzatta Fogg and John Zabriskie picked up their first Rocke-
feller paychecks, John F. Kennedy was president, the Berlin Wall was going up
and Alan Shepard was about to become the first American in space. But even as
the world changed, Mr. Drew, Ms. Fogg and Dr. Zabriskie stayed put. And on April
20 they were honored for reaching the 45-year mark, along with eight other
longtime university employees who either retired or reached other service mile-
stones during the past year:

RETIRED IN 2005

Fred Bohen (Executive Vice President) was enjoying a glass of wine in Italy when he got the call that
brought him out of his first retirement and back to Rockefeller. Mr. Bohen worked with five presidents
over 13 years and oversaw the renovation of the Hospital, achieved years of balanced budgets and helped
recruit or promote 50 heads of laboratory. He will be honored at this year's Convocation with the David
Rockefeller Award for Extraordinary Service.

When computers were introduced at Rockefeller, Emil Gotschlich (Gotschlich Lab) was first in line to
learn the new machines and put them to use. Ever the forward thinker, Dr. Gotschlich continually pushes
the boundaries of his own knowledge and has always been happy to share what he learns. The accom-
plishments of his 45 years at the university include brewing the first beer ever produced on campus,
almost unanimously described as the worst beer anyone had ever tasted.

Martha Schiffner (Copy Center) was known as one of the most resourceful people on campus, who knew
where to go to solve any specific problem. Known for the Puerto Rican cooking she shared with her col-
leagues, Ms. Schiffner was also an instigator in group evenings of Latin dancing.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Responsible for most of the basement and boiler room equipment on campus, Brendan Bolger (Power
Plant) is the guy who keeps 16 buildings warm in the winter and cool in the summer. A geology, archae-
ology and history buff, he’s a frequent guest lecturer at his daughter’s school, talking rocks and fossils.

Stephanie Schillizzi (Hospital) is known for the respect and care she brings to her job as unit clerk
every day. When not at the Hospital, she might be seen roller skating or visiting museums with her
grandsons.

All the crisp, clean uniforms and lab coats on campus are due to the diligence of Charles V. Smith
(Custodial), Rockefeller's tireless and always cheerful laundry supervisor.

Linda Worn (Purchasing) is the go-to woman for campus procurement needs. When she isn’t busy fishing
for the best prices and fastest deliveries, she might be found out on the water with a real fishing pole.

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

An accurate and lightning-fast mathematical typist, Judy Cuozzo (Khuri Lab) has been with Rockefeller
University since the age of 15. Known for her beautiful gift wrapping ability, her friends on campus all
bring their gifts to be wrapped by her.

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS

Joseph Drew (Purchasing) loves to share stories from his four and a half decades at Rockefeller. He does
not deny his reputation as a ladies’ man, and a number of professors remember him all the way back to
when they were students.

After 45 years in the Abby Aldrich Dining Hall, Alzatta Fogg (Food Service) is still hospitable to a fault.
Her determination to learn something new every day has led her colleagues to believe that anything
about Rockefeller that Ms. Fogg doesn't know probably isn't worth knowing.

John Zabriskie (Zabriskie Lab) began his Rockefeller career in Mac McCarty's lab and made many contri-
butions to the understanding of the humoral and cellular immunology of diseases like scarlet and
rheumatic fevers. During the 1970s he maintained a laboratory in Trinidad to study and help ameliorate
the skin conditions of children there. Outside of the lab, his musical inclinations are well known.
Although his early aspirations with the cello were discouraged by a young child named Yo-Yo Ma, Dr.
Zabriskie has remained a great lover of music.
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Service awards. Among those honored are (from top) Alzatta Fogg, Joseph Drew,
Judy Cuozzo, Fred Bohen, Martha Schiffner and Alice Dyer.

A separate ceremony, held April 11, honored those who have been university
employees for exactly one and two decades:

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS

Sandra Burney, Deborah Collins-McGuire, Alice Cruz, Alice Dyer, Carl Elbers, Paul Feinstein, Zheng-
Yuan Fu, Ioannis Giannakis, Shiaoching Gong, Eric Graham, Beth Anne Hatton, Edwin Hernandez, A.
James Hudspeth, Marcello Im, Peter Ingrassia, Hernan Jaramillo, Kenneth Kramer, Oleg Len, Xiao-
Ching Li, Kara Marshak, Milorad Martinovic, Francisco J. Molina, Peter Mombaerts, Abraham Narvaez,
Qi-Wen Niu, Susan J. Powell, Guillermo Santana, Stefan Schlussman, Markus Stoffel, Anne Vassalli,
Olga Yurieva

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Robin Bruckenstein-Kowitz, Marilyn Chung, Ann Hallowell, James G. Krueger, Robin Maloney, Samuel
Rivera, Hector Rosario, Lawrence Yuan
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PROMOTIONS, AWARDS AND PERSONNEL NEWS

Named:

Titia de Lange, Charles D. Gilbert, Michael E.
0’Donnell and Jeffrey V. Ravetch, members of
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences. The elec-
tion was announced April 25 in Washington,
D.C.The NAS is a private organization of scien-
tists and engineers dedicated to the furtherance
of science and its use for the general welfare. It
was established in 1863 by a congressional act of
incorporation signed by Abraham Lincoln that
calls on the Academy to act as an official advisor
to the federal government, upon request, in any
matter of science or technology. Membership in
the NAS is one of the highest distinctions a sci-
entist can receive. Titia de Lange is head of the
Laboratory of Cell Biology and Genetics; Charles
Gilbert is head of the Laboratory of
Neurobiology; Michael O’Donnell is head of the
Laboratory of DNA Replication; Jeffrey Ravetch
is head of the Leonard Wagner Laboratory of
Molecular Genetics and Immunology.

Paul Nurse, one of New York Magazine’s
“Influentials” in the area of health, as published
in the magazine’s May 15 issue. Dr. Nurse was
chosen along with Antonio Gotto Jr., dean of
Weill Medical College of Cornell University,
and Harold Varmus, president and CEO of
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, for
their work with the Tri-institutional Stem Cell
Initiative. “Gotto, Nurse and Varmus have man-
aged to keep many of the field’s best scientists
here and recruit others, at a time when New
York is facing stiff competition for talent from
states like California that have made stem cell
research a top priority,” says New York. Dr. Nurse
is head of the Laboratory of Yeast Genetics and
Cell Biology. Jeffrey Friedman and David Ho
were also honored by the magazine, as “Doctors
without Peers: star specialists in critical disci-
plines.” Dr. Friedman, head of the Laboratory of
Molecular Genetics, was named for the discov-
ery of leptin, a hormone that plays a role in reg-
ulating body weight and has changed our
understanding of the causes of human obesity.
Dr. Ho, scientific director of the Aaron
Diamond AIDS Research Center, was honored
for the development of ADMVA, an experi-
mental AIDS vaccine that was approved for clin-
ical trials by the FDA in December.

Awarded:

Elaine Fuchs, the 2006 Excellence in Science
Award from the Federation of American
Societies of Experimental Biology, for accom-
plishments in the elucidation of genetic skin
disorders and the scientific modernization of
dermatology. The award comes with a $10,000
unrestricted research grant funded by award
sponsor Eli Lilly and Company. Dr. Fuchs’s
award lecture, presented at the annual meeting
of the American Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, as part of the 2006
Experimental Biology Conference in San

Francisco, was titled “Stem Cells and Their
Lineages in Skin.” Dr. Fuchs is head of the
Laboratory of Mammalian Cell Biology and
Development.

Elaine Fuchs, honorary doctor of philosophy
degree from the University of Illinois-
Champaign-Urbana, Dr. Fuchs’s alma mater. The
award was announced May 14 and will be con-
ferred at the university’s June convocation cere-
mony. Dr. Fuchs received her bachelor of sci-
ence degree in chemistry at Champaign-Urbana
in 1972.

Elaine Fuchs, the 2006 Steven C. Beering Award
for Advancement of Biomedical Science, from
the Indiana University School of Medicine. The
award honors an internationally recognized

individual for outstanding research contributions
to biomedical or clinical science. Dr. Fuchs will
present her award lecture on October 31, 2006.

Jared Lafer (2005 Science Outreach alumnus),
winner of the 2006 New York City Science
Fair. Mr. Lafer, who worked in the Goulianos
Lab with Michele Gallinaro, was selected to rep-
resent New York with 12 other finalists in the
Intel International Science and Engineering Fair
in Indianapolis this year.

Bruce McEwen, the 2005 Neuropsychiatry
Research Award from the Robert J. and Claire
Pasarow Foundation. The Pasarow awards honor
pioneering scholarly efforts in the fields of can-
cer, cardiovascular disease and neuropsychiatry.
Dr. McEwen, whose Laboratory of
Neuroendocrinology studies how the brain
changes in response to stress and other experi-
ences, will receive a prize of $50,000 and will
deliver a lecture at the University of Southern
California. The award will be presented at a cer-
emony in June.

Antonio Perez (2002 Gateways alumnus) and
Amandeep Singh (Friedman Lab), the Paul and
Daisy Soros Fellowship for New Americans. Mr.
Perez and Mr. Singh are among 30 awardees for
the two-year fellowship, chosen from a group of
nearly 800 applicants nationwide. Mr. Singh
joins fellow Tri-institutional M.D.-Ph.D. stu-
dents Prabhjot Dhadialla and Conor Liston,
who both received the award last year.

Silvia Puma (2005 Science Outreach alumna),
finalist in the Connecticut Science and
Engineering Fair and presenter at the
Connecticut Junior Science and Humanities
Conference. Ms. Puma, who worked in the
Gotschlich Lab with Anura Rambukkana, will
be attending Columbia University this fall.

Agnel Sfeir (de Lange Lab), the 2006 Nominata
Award from the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center at Dallas, Dr. Sfeir’s alma mater.
The award is given to one senior graduate stu-
dent, out of about 150 nominations, for academic
excellence and research achievement at UT
Southwestern. In addition to receiving a $2,000
cash award, Dr. Sfeir presented a seminar on her
research to fellow UT Southwestern students, staft
and faculty on May 24.

Sidney Strickland, honorary doctor of science
degree from Rhodes College, Dr. Strickland’s
alma mater. The degree was presented at the col-
lege’s commencement ceremony on May 13. Dr.
Strickland received the Distinguished Alumni
Award from Rhodes in 2002. Dr. Strickland is
head of the Laboratory of Neurobiology and
Genetics.

Return of the ducklings

In what's becoming a rite of spring at Rockefeller, the ducks have made their arrival on campus for the third year in a row. At press time, five fluffy
mallard chicks and their mother were nesting in the foliage near the Philosphers Garden fountain. While duck watching has become something of a
campus hobby, wildlife officials strongly recommend against feeding wild ducks, and say that bread and other snacks discourage the animals from for-
aging for more nutritious meals and developing critical survival skills.

Mike Young, the Pittendrigh/Aschoff Award
from the Society for Research on Biological
Rhythms, for his career contribution to research
on circadian clocks. Dr.Young gave his award

lecture, titled “New Roles for Old Proteins in

the Drosophila Clock,” at the society’s Biennial

Meeting last month. He is the youngest recipi-
ent of the award to date. Dr.Young is head of

the Laboratory of Genetics.

Promoted:

Karen Bulloch, from research assistant professor
to research associate professor, Steinman Lab.

Wan-chun Liu, from postdoctoral fellow to
research associate, Nottebohm Lab.

Leslie Vosshall, from assistant professor and
head of laboratory to associate professor and
head of laboratory.

Hired:
Allison Alcivar, postdoctoral associate, J.E.
Darnell Lab.

Tomoaki Ando, postdoctoral fellow, Konarska
Lab.

Anirban Banerjee, postdoctoral associate,
MacKinnon Lab.

James Bean, postdoctoral associate, E Cross Lab.

Shivaprasad Bhuvanendran, research support spe-
cialist, Bio-imaging Resource Center.

Manuel Castellano Munoz, postdoctoral associate,
Hudspeth Lab.

Arnauld Didierlaurent, visiting fellow, Steinman
Lab.

Ana I. Domingos, postdoctoral fellow, Friedman
Lab.

Joseph Dybas, research assistant, Gotschlich Lab.

Eliana Forero, research assistant, de Lange Lab.
Christin Janczak, research assistant, Coller Lab.

Hua Jiang, scientific project coordinator, Rout
Lab.

Emmanuelle Jordi, research assistant, Greengard
Lab.

Jesper Nylandsted Larsen, visiting fellow, Simon
Lab.

Rebecca Latter, quality improvement coordina-
tor, Hospital Regulatory Affairs.

Joseph Lee, visiting fellow, Breslow Lab.
Alan Li, research assistant, de Lange Lab.

Renata Maas, member of the adjunct faculty,
Lederberg Lab..

Alexa Mattheyses, postdoctoral associate, Simon
Lab.

Jin Montclare, member of the adjunct faculty,
Nottebohm Lab.

Eduardo Moreno, porter, Housing, Faculty House.
Deepa Murali, postdoctoral associate, Hatten Lab.

Adam Ogilvie, administrative assistant, Greengard
Lab.

Janelle Padilla, animal health technician I,
LARC.

Rushad Pavri, postdoctoral associate,
Nussenzweig Lab.

Reiner Peters, visiting professor, Blobel Lab.

Chantini Pyatt, veterinary services supervisor,
LARC.

Ruiging Qiu, research support specialist,
Proteomics Resource Center.

Jessica Quenzer, research assistant, Fuchs Lab.

Richard Rivlin, member of the adjunct faculty,
Lederberg Lab.

Paola Ruiz, laboratory manager, Brivanlou Lab.
Hang Shi, postdoctoral associate, Blobel Lab.
Nadim Shohdy, postdoctoral associate, Rice Lab.

Yuichi Wakamoto, postdoctoral fellow, McKinney
Lab.

Rong Wang, postdoctoral associate, Tarakhovsky
Lab.

Carlton Warren, animal attendant, LARC.
Scott Williams, postdoctoral associate, Fuchs Lab.

Nicole Zeak, research assistant, Heintz Lab.

This publication lists new hires, retirements, awards and
promotions. Staff promotions are listed yearly in
September; academic promotions and appointments are
listed monthly. Please send notices of awards to
zach.veilleux@rockefeller.edu or to Box 68.




